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Dear colleagues! 

We are pleased to present you the next issue of our scientific and practical journal Victimology. 

2020. no. 4(26).  

The first rubric of the journal "The Victim of crime" contains an article by the authors from the 

Rostov Institute (branch), "All-Russian State University of Justice (RPA of the Ministry of Justice of 

Russia)" M. A. Chernysh, E. S. Ginoyan on "The Victim of crime Under Article 153 of the Criminal 

Code of the Russian Federation". In their article the authors consider some controversial positions 

of scientists, presented in the theory of criminal law, regarding the definition of the victim as a 

criminal-legal category. The authors provide a brief analysis of the distinctions between the 

procedural and criminal law status of the victim. They focus their attention on the study and 

analysis of the victims of the crime provided by article 153 of the Criminal Code of the Russian 

Federation (Child substitution). The article explores both practical and theoretical ways of 

committing it; determines the nature and type of harm caused to the victim, as well as the 

criminal legal status of close relatives, children who were used for substitution. In conclusion, the 

authors draw conclusions on the application of Art. 153 of the Criminal Code of the RF, taking into 

account the position expressed. 

The rubric " Psychology of Victim Behavior" presents an article by two authors from Voronezh 

State University E. N. Lissova, N. A. Safonova "Health Workers' Perceptions of their own 

Victimization due to the COVID-19 Pandemic", which reveals medical workers' perceptions of their 

own victimization due to COVID-19 pandemic depending on the orientation of their opinion and 

the opinion of colleagues and subjective protection from the management. The authors examined 

these perceptions on the basis of open access materials on the Internet. According to the authors, 

they found manifestations of victimization due to the COVID-19 pandemic: fear, powerlessness, 

and oppression. It was also found that the victim position in health care workers' perceptions was 

more pronounced in the case of subjective insecurity on the part of management and did not 

depend on the orientation to their own or their colleagues' opinions. In conclusion, the authors 

outlined the prospects for further research and suggested guidelines for practical psychological 

interventions to overcome the victimization of health-care workers. 

The following article under the heading "Victimology of Crime" was prepared by Pavel N. 

Feshchenko, Head of the Department of Criminal Law and Criminology, Volgo-Vyatsky Institute 
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(branch) of Kutafin University (Moscow State Law Academy), with the theme: "On the Increase of 

Negative Consequences of "passive" Victimhood in Modern Russia". The presented article 

considers the expediency of introducing into scientific circulation the concept of "socio-passive 

victimhood" as an important part of victimhood. The author substantiates the conclusion about 

the need to distinguish an independent type of victimhood as an object of research, caused by lack 

of understanding by a significant number of citizens of the negative consequences of their passive 

behavior, leading both to the growth of latent crime, and increasing the probability of becoming 

victims of criminal offenses. Based on the study of the positions of various scientists on the 

essence of victimhood caused by the passive behavior of a crime victim, the author proposes not 

to include in the "sociopassive victimhood" the behavior associated with stress, mental deviations 

and other aspects traditionally considered in the analysis of violent crime. In the conclusion, the 

author draws conclusions about: the presence of such qualities of "passive victimhood" in officials, 

participants in corrupt legal relations, representatives of the media and the film and video 

industry. In conclusion, the author concludes that it is advisable to develop special measures to 

counteract this type of mass victimization because of its increased danger and its important role in 

the system of measures to reduce crime. 

Such a heading of our journal as "Victimology Prevention" uniting scientific articles devoted to 

the consideration of issues of prevention of various kinds of crimes is presented, in our opinion, by 

the publication, the topic of which is very relevant: "Administrative Offenses in the Field of 

Domestic Violence and Problems of their Prevention". The author of the summarized article is a 

leading researcher of the Federal State Institution All-Russian Research Institute of the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs of Russia V. A. Rachitskaya. In the article the author gives a characteristic of 

administrative offenses in the family and domestic sphere, analyzes the data of official statistics 

published in open access for the period from 2015 to 2019. The author studies the organization of 

work on the execution in the territorial bodies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, at the district 

level, the legislation on administrative offenses in terms of bringing to administrative responsibility 

offenders under article 6.1.1. of the Code of Administrative Offences of the Russian Federation. In 

the conclusion conclusions are made about the problems of prevention of the offenses in question 

and the author's position on solving the identified problems and reducing domestic violence is 

expressed. 

No less interesting is the article prepared by D. B. Chernyshev, Investigator of the Investigation 

Department of the Inter-Municipal Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia 

"Nizhnetagilskoye" on: "Problems of the Aggregate Application of art. 158 and art. 215.2 of the 

Criminal Code of the Russian Federation in the Course Of The Qualification of Crimes in the Sphere 

of Housing and Communal Services". In his article the author notes fairly that acquisitive crime in 

the field of housing and communal services represents the increased public danger due to the fact 
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that the object of crime is not only property and property rights, but also public safety. For 

qualification of such acts, the legislator provides for special norms of the Special Part of the 

Criminal Code of the RF, which allow to take into account the severity of the consequences 

resulting from the crime by tightening the final sanction. The author points out that when 

committing a theft, associated with rendering utilities and housing and communal facilities 

useless, this deed represents an ideal set of two norms - art. 158 and art. 215.2 of the Criminal 

Code of RF. However, in the course of his research and study of law enforcement practice, the 

author of article has found that the norm of art. 215.2 of the Criminal Code of the RF is not used 

independently, which indicates its secondary nature, public danger of which is caused by the main 

(predicate) crime. In order to eliminate the identified competition, the author proposes to 

supplement item "e" - "theft, coupled with damage to objects of life support" - of Part 2 of Article 

158 of the Criminal Code, as well as to exclude mercenary motive from the disposition of Article 

215.2 of the Criminal Code. 

The rubric "Foreign Experience" contains an article by the internationally renowned scholar of 

victimology Vitaly E. Kvashis, co-authored with psychologist Olga N. Dunayeva, on "Current State 

and Current Directions of Support for Victims of Crime in Japan". In the article the authors 

consider a complex of legal and organizational measures aimed at providing assistance to victims 

of crime and ensuring their real participation in the process of administration of justice. On the 

basis of the analysis the authors present for discussion the most urgent problems for Japan at the 

present time associated with the increase in the number of violent crimes. Statistics show an 

increase in victims of domestic violence, child abuse, the growth of juvenile delinquency, sexual 

crimes against women. Based on an interdisciplinary approach, the authors substantiate the 

culturally conditioned causes of the unlawful acts under study and propose possible solutions. 

The issue is concluded by the information about the IV International Scientific and Practical 

Conference "Protection of Victims of crime in Modern Society" which will be held in February, 22-

23, 2021, and which will take place in the form of an Internet-conference. More information about 

the event can also be found on the website of the publication in the section "Conferences". 

I hope that this journal will be useful to you in scientific and practical activities!  

I inform you that it is possible to get acquainted with an issue of our journal both in a printed 

form, and in electronic form on a site - https://victimolog.ru 

I invite all interested persons to cooperate as authors of scientific materials and review articles. 

Regards,  
Editor-in-chief 

Andrey V. Mayorov 
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